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Program

String Quartet in A Major G. 206
. Allegro

[l. Andantino lentarello

[ll. Minuetto con moto

IV. Finale

. Sandunga
Il. Cancion Mixteca

Four for Tango

Intermission

String Quintet in F Major, WAB |12
l. Gemassigt

Il. Scherzo. Schnell — Trio. Langsamer
lll. Adagio

IV. Finale. Lebhaft bewegt

Cuarteto Latinoamericano:
Saul Bitran, Aron Bitran, violins

S hewvonx

Javier Montiel, viola
Alvaro Bitran, cello
with Lila Brown, viola
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About the Artists

Cuarteto Latinoamericano, is one of the world’s most renowned classical
music ensembles, for more than thirty years the leading proponent of Latin
American music for string quartet. Founded in Mexico in 1982, the Cuarteto has
toured extensively throughout Europe, North and South America, Israel, China,
Japan and New Zealand. They have premiered more than a hundred works written
for them and they continue to introduce new and neglected composers to the
genre. Winners of the 2012 and 2016 Latin Grammys for Best Classical Recordings,
they have been recognized with the Mexican Music Critics Association Award and
three times received Chamber Music America/ASCAP’s “Most Adventurous
Programming” Award.

Members:

Sadal Bitran (violin), first violinist of the award-winning Cuarteto
Latinoamericano, is an Associate Professor at Boston Conservatory at Berklee. A
devoted teacher and chamber music coach, Bitran was on the faculty of Carnegie
Mellon University in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. In Venezuela, together with the
Cuarteto Latinoamericano, he created the Latin American Academy for String
Quartets, which operated in Caracas from 2008 until 2013. He has taught at music
festivals, including the Dartington International Summer School, Centre d’Arts
Orford, Apple Hill Center for Chamber Music, Grenoble Festival, San Miguel de
Allende Chamber Music Festival, and many others. Bitran’s noted solo appearances
have included the Dallas Symphony Orchestra, Los Angeles Philharmonic, Seattle
Symphony, San Antonio Symphony, and the National Arts Center Orchestra in
Ottawa, as well as with prominent conductors Esa-Pekka Salonen, Gerard Schwarz,
Eduardo Mata, and Keith Lockhart, among others. He is a cum laude graduate of the
Samuel Rubin Academy of Music in Tel Aviv, Israel, where he studied withmYair
Kless. “Bitran’s staggering virtuosity in the live violin part was jaw-dropping” —
Florida Sun-Sentinel.

Born in Chile and a Mexican citizen by adoption, violinist Arén Bitran studied at
the National Conservatory in México under Luz Vernova and at Indiana University
(USA) under Yuval Yaron and Joseph Gimgold. Arén Bitran has been a soloist with
the main orchestras in Latin America, such as the Sinfénica Nacional de Argentina,
Orquesta del SODRE in Uruguay, Orquesta Simén Bolivar in Venezuela, Sinfénica
del El Salvador, Oruqgesta de Camara de Chile, Orquesta Sinfonica de Costa Rica
and all the orchestras in México, as well as the Dallas, San Antonio, Los Angeles and
Seattle orchestras in the USA and the National Arts Center Orchestra in Ottawa,
Canada. Arén Bitran has been a full-time professor at the National Conservatory
and the Nacional University in México City. He has taught master classes in many
universities in the USA and Latin America and is a founding member of Cuarteto
Latinoamericano.

Mexico City native Javier Montiel (viola) graduated with honors from the
Conservatorio Nacional de Musica in 1978. His musical career started at age 19
when he joined the Orquesta Sinfonica Nacional. He is a founder member of the
Cuarteto Latinoamericano, a group with international recognition that tours the
world, teaching, playing concerts, and recording works of Mexican and Latino-
American’s composers. He teaches violin, viola and chamber music at Universidad



About the Artists

Autonoma de Puebla and the School “Vida y Movimiento” in Mexico City. He has
been soloist of several of the main Mexican orchestras. In 1982 he composed the
first work created for the Cuarteto Latinoamericano, “Variations on Paganini’s 24
Caprice”. This piece has been recorded and featured in USA and European radio
stations, and in the DVD video clip “Visiones”. He has also composed several
works for viola and piano, cello and piano, a piece for Saxophone Quartet, as well
as works for chamber ensemble and a Concerto for Viola and strings. He teaches
a seminar based on the music of The Beatles. In 2000 he was honored with the
“Mozart” Medal and in 2007 the Silver Medal from “Instituto Nacional de Bellas
Artes” for the 25th anniversary of Cuarteto Latinoamericano. In 2012 the group
presented a gala concert in Palacio de Bellas Artes in Mexico City celebrating their
30th anniversary.

Alvaro Bitran (cello) started playing the cello at the age seven, and syudies at
Indiana University under the guidance of world-renowned cellist Janos Starker. In
He was one of the Cuarteto Latinoamericano’s founder. The quartet tours North
and South America, Europe, Israel, Japan, China and New Zealand. Recent
performances have included New York’s Carnegie Hall, Washington’s Kennedy
Center and Milan’s Teatro Alla Scala. He has recorded for various labels such as
Dorian, New Albion and Urtext and has received several prizes, including the
Diapason D’Or and two Latin Grammy Awards. Alvaro Bitran is a soloist with
some of the major symphony orchestras in Mexico, Uruguay, Argentina and
Venezuela, Dallas Symphony, Los Angeles Philharmonic, Seattle and San Antonio
Symphony in the U.S. and Ottawa’s National Arts Center Orchestra in Canada.
Mr. Bitran is firmly committed to the creation of new cello music. He has released
five solo CD’s featuring new music by Latin American composers, as well as
traditional repertoire and is devoted teacher responsible for the development of
an entire generation of cellists in Mexico. Currently he is a faculty member at the
National Conservatory, UNAM, and Ollin Yolitzli, all in Mexico City. Additionally,
he offers seminars and master classes in many universities in the US and Latin
America, and plays in a cello built in 1817 by Martin Stoss in Vienna.

With the participation of:

Lila Brown (viola) is a co-founder and the artistic director of Music from Salem,
founded in 1986, and of the MfS Viola Seminar since 201 |. A graduate of the Juilliard
School, Brown was a member of the Boston Symphony from 1982-84. Moving to
Austria, she became principal violist of Sandor Végh’s Camerata Academica
Salzburg. As a member of the Ensemble Modern, in Frankfurt, Germany, Brown
premiered works by Ligeti, Kurtag, Adams, Reich, Rhim, Zappa, and Lachenmann.
She has toured England with the International Musicians Seminar and has
participated in the Marlboro Music Festival, the Martha’s Vineyard Chamber Music
Society, Apple Hill Center for Chamber Music, and the Horten Kammermusikkfest
in Norway. Brown has been on the faculty at the Vienna Hochschule, professor at
the Hochschule in Duesseldorf, and returning to the US in 2009, at the Boston
Conservatory at Berklee where she received the 2012 “Outstanding Music Division
Faculty of the Year” award. Recently she gave master classes in Germany, and
performed in the Andernacher Musiktage on the Rhine.



We are grateful to the many individuals, businesses, and organizations
that generously support us in so many ways.

Corporate Donations
Battenkill Books

Battenkill Valley Creamery
Black Creek Valley Farms
Brown’s Brewing Company
Cambridge Antiques Center

Cambridge Valley Veterinary Hosp.

Canteen Coffee Company
Elsasser’s Bien 111
Gather 103 LLC
Grassland Bird Trust
Greenwich Free Library
Greenwich Lions Club
Idlenot

Juniper Restaurant
PayPal Giving Funds
PennyWise Shop

Plow & Stars Farm B&B
Rablogan Castle of Scotland
Round House Bakery
Stewart's Foundation
Studio 3 Massage

Musicians Sponsors
Jane Davies
Judith & David Klingebiel

Individual Donations
Anonymous
Robert & Carolyn Akland
Susan Alancraig & Orin Lee
Nancy Ames
Felicitas Anderson
Caroline Ashton
Sarah Ashton & John Mooney
Lorie & Jesse Atwell
Sue Bastian
Rob Bauer & Peter Subers
Alan & Susan Bennett
Laura Bernard
Don Boyd

& Tracey Hitchen Boyd
Elsa Jean Brancaleone
Margaret Brand
Jennifer & David Braucher
Jay Bridge
Sally Brillon
Edie Brown
Jannet Brown
Lila Brown
Rebecca Brown
Edward Bruske
Thelma Bullock

Richard Bump & Vincent Kelleher

Tim & Patty Burch
Scott & Lisa Carrino
Janet Conti

Clifford Cooper
William & Sara Jane Cormier
Elizabeth Crabtree
& William Hirsch
Susan Crile
Gerry Cuite
Jane Davies
Harriet Dearden Welther

Joanne Devine & Ronald Edforth

Eleanor & David deVries
Christine Dungan

Wendy Duvall

Elizabeth L. Ellard (Board)
Evelyn Estey

Janet McGhee & John Oakley

Robbie & Bliss McIntosh (Board)

Mary Menard
Naomi Meyer & Ron Renoni
Duane Michals
Anne Miller (Board)
& Donald Minkel
Andrew Miller
Priscilla Moody
Michelle Nagai
Susan F. & David A. Nichols
Stephanie Olmsted
Donna Orlyk
David Owen

Graham Fay & Barbara Freund (Board)
Janine Fay Theodore & Wallace Paprocki
Leslie Ferst Cynthia Parillo

Cathy Firman Leslie Parke

Howard Freed & Rachel Michaud Andrew Pate & Stacey Nute
Ashley Frith Don Patten

Alan & Elizabeth Gee Sophie Paul

Lynne Gelber Patricia Pedreira

John & Cynthia Golde Christopher Pierce

Fay Graham Chuck & Linda Putney

Rulyn & Tom Graves Loretta Quigley

Edmund & Ellen Green James & Catherine Reid

Terry Griffin & Peter Deming

Claire Hartten

Tina & Richard Hernandez

Brian Herrington

Toby Hindin

Tracy Lynn Hoffman

John Holland

Kathy Idleman

Susan Kenyon & Tim Troy

Constance Kheel

Darlene & Clancy King

Judy & David Klingebiel

Erich Kranz & Martha Culliton

Nancy Krauss (Board)

Sharon Kruger (Board)

Paul Lamar & Mark Eamer

Jeffrey Lange

Sally Lebowich

Alison Levie & Michael Wajda

Joshua Levy & Pam Magnuson

Caz Lewis & Kerry Woods

Ruth Leys & Michael Fried

Glenn A. Long

Daniel & Stephanie Lundquist

Elyssa Macura

Mannuccio Mannucci

Valerie Mannucci

Adriano & Teresa Manocchia

Louisa Matthew (Board)

Maryann McGeorge (Board)
& Susan Sanderson

Katherine & Hugh Roome
Jed Rubin

Karan Sampson

Paula Sawyer

Irene Schultz

Larry Sconzo

Caroline Seligman

Lee Shapiro & Patrick Gill
Mary Skidmore

Elizabeth Straton Smith
Tara & Scott Smith

Susan & Stephen Snyder
Susan Sommer

Rebecca Sparks

Lewis Steele

Carolyn Steinberg
Kenneth Strickler
Margaret Surowka

Brian Suslak

Patricia Towers

Hannie Varosy

Paul Walker & Dale Dusman
Scott Wheeler

Regina Wickham & Graham Shane

Jennifer Wiebe (Board)
& Syrus Sipperly

Calvin Wiersma

Mary Ellen Williams

Peg Winship & Doug Reed

Alice Woods

Alexander Zagoreos

Very special thanks to the Hubbard Hall staff and Board, Music from Salem’s Board, Rob
Bauer, Peter Subers, Elyssa Macura, Bill Badgley



March 22 Cuarteto Latinoamericano with Lila Brown

SAVE THE DATE!

Sunday June 7 - 4:00 pm at Hubbard Hall
25 E. Main St. » Cambridge, NY

Viola & Violin Emerging Artists Performance

Visit our website for 2026 concerts and events calendar
www.musicfromsalem.org
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